
44

The  Pennymoor  Singaround  is  the  longest  running  folk  song  club  in  Devon,  at  least  under  the  same  
name.  After  a  break  of  a  few  years  at  the  Black  Dog  Inn,  it  has  now  returned  to  its  original  venue,  
the  Cruwys  Arms,  Pennymoor.  For  just  on  35  years  it  has  kept  the  same  format  –  no  guests,  just  a  
friendly  gathering  of  singers  and  musicians    in  the  bar  or  skittle  alley  all  ready    to  contribute  their  song  
or  tune  when  called  upon  by  the  MC.  Several  of  the  current  regulars  were  there  at  the  beginning  –  
Clare  Penney  (whose  late  husband,  Ken,  started  the  Singaround),  Len  &  Cissy  Christopher,  Margaret  
Palmer,  and  musicians  John  &  Wendy  Wilson.  
It’s  surprising  that  a  recording  of  a  typical  Pennymoor  Singaround    session  has  not  been  produced  
before.  Thanks  are  therefore  due  to  the  Henrywood  family  for  their  efforts  in  capturing  an  iconic  part  
of  the  Devon  folk  scene.
Apart   from  Jim  Causley,  none  of   the  performers  on   this  CD  are  professional  musicians  or  singers  
and  most  have  never  been  previously  featured  on  an  album,  This  gives  a  tremendous  variety  in  the  

the  backbone  of  folk  clubs.    In  a  short  review  it  is  not  really  possible  to  comment  separately  on  every  

a  well-known  song  or  tune  while  others  render  one  of  their  favourites  –  Jon  Shapley  with  Lavenders  
Blue,  Paul  Snow  with  The  Brave  Deserter,  for  example.  I  love  the  Graeme  Miles  song,  Where  Ravens  
Feed,   sung  here   as  well   as   anybody   I’ve  heard  by  Kath  Parry.      If   you   remember   the  days  before  
Honiton,  Exeter  and  Okehampton  had  a  by-pass,  you’ll  appreciate  the  humour  of  the    Miles  Wootton  
composition  sung  by  Ross  Causley.  
For  more  information,  please  contact  Nicola  King  -  details  above  and  on  page  18
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Pennymoor  Singaround         nicola@beechhill.eclipse.co.uk  

Colin Andrews

1st  Friday  in  the  month  
7.30  –  11.00pm  

BRIXHAM 

FOLK  CLUB 

For  further  information  ring  
Anne  &  Steve  Gill  01803  290427  
Email:  annemgill@tiscali.co.uk  
or  John  Miles  01803  858394  

We  meet  in  the  newly  refurbished  
lounge/bar  of  Brixham  Theatre,  New  

Road,  Brixham,  TQ5  8LX  
  

Admission  £3.00/Performers  £2.00  
  

Come  along  and  give  us  a  song  or  
tune  or  just  enjoy  listening  

WHAT’S  AFOOT    
could  reach  more  of  the  folk  community.

CAN  YOU  HELP?  
Take  some  copies  with  you  to  events
Tempt  people  by  leaving  old  copies
in  libriaries,  arts  centres,  tourist  info  etc.  

Contact
Brian  Chappell,  Colin  Andrews    or  Sue  Hamer-Moss  

(contact  info  p.  20)


